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Booh "Reviews. 



That Monster the Higher Critic. By Marvin R. Vincent, D.D. New York : 
Anson D. F. Randolph & Company. Pp. 41. 25 cents. 

Any man who needs an antidote against the fear of criticism can find it in 
this tract for the times. He will also be surprised if not startled by the list of 
critics. He will find there most of his masters. And he will learn that 
"critic" and "destructive critic" are not identical. It is high time that the 
eyes of the church were opened to the real source of danger to Christianity — 
the tyranny of the weak, or better, over-zealous brother. It is not at the start 
a question as to who is right, the critic or the anti-critic ; that no man can tell 
from the deliverances of his prejudices. Either or both may be right. It is a 
question of willingness to investigate. Nothing could better illustrate the 
unreasoning dread of investigation that characterizes many modern champions 
of the past than the author's story of the circus that was broken up because 
some one shouted that the Gy-as-cutus had broken loose. A man does not 
need to give up faith in Christ while he looks for the author of Ecclesiastes. 
Dr. Vincent has packed a vast quantity of wit and earnestness into this little 
pamphlet, and no one can read it without a deepened belief that the scholar- 
ship of today that lies at the bottom of most Christian teaching is furnished by 
the followers of the critical school. It would be interesting to read a reply to 
the author's challenge (p. 35): "Buckle used to say when a man was pointed 
out to him as distinguished, 'What has he done ?' We throw down the chal- 
lenge to the men who are vilifying the higher critics as the enemies of the 
Bible : What have you done for the advancement of biblical study ? What 
do your leaders represent ? Produce your catalogues of names. Produce 
their books, their researches, their discoveries, and let us see how it compares 
with the work of the higher critics." S. M. 



The Psalmist and the Scientist, or Modern Value of the Religious Senti- 
ment. By George Matheson, M.A., D.D. Third edition. Edinburgh 
and London: William Blackwood & Sons; New York: A. D. F. 
Randolph & Co.; Chicago: A. C. McClurg & Co. Pages vi. + 332. 
Price, $1.75. 
This is a contribution to apologetics. The author defends the expressions 
of the religious sentiment of the Hebrew poet as seen in the Psalms against 
the aversions of the materialistic scientist of the present day. This religious 
sentiment is the permanent force behind all explanation or dogma or creed. 
While these latter vary with the degree of culture and intellectual advance- 
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merit, the religious sentiment is the nucleus-invariadte. While the sphere of 
the religious sentiment and religious dogma are one and the same, their 
difference lies not in the road they travel, but in the vehicle. " Dogma goes 
on foot, sentiment goes on the wing." While the objects of the two may be 
identical, they are distinguished not in the thing perceived, but in the mode 
of perceiving it. This religious sentiment of the Hebrew soul " is enshrined 
in a single volume, the Book of the Psalms — the prayer-book of Old Testa- 
ment theology." The religious sentiment of this book is very far from being 
a religious sentimentalism ; it contains an argument for its own existence. 
After a somewhat elaborate and cogent argument in defense of the religious 
sentiment (based on Pss. 145 : 15, 16; 42 : 1, 2 ; 84 : 1-3), the author dis- 
cusses the views of the psalmist and of modern science in ten chapters on the 
following nine points, viz.: the argument for God (Ps. 94 : 9-1 1), origin of life 
(Ps. 36 : 9), human insignificance (Ps. 8 : 3-5), twofold creation (Ps. 19), 
ground of religious confidence (Ps. 139), optimism (Ps. 107 : 1-9), principle of 
survival (Pss. 2 : 72 : 92 : 1), sin (Ps. 51 : 1-12), and the principle of conserva- 
tion (Ps. 73 : 23-28). On each of these topics the views of the psalmist and 
of modern science are set down side by side, and compared with great fair- 
ness and considerable critical acumen. Dr. Matheson has done close reason- 
ing on many of these points ; a good specimen of careful discrimination may 
be seen in his discussion of the teleological argument in chapter III., where 
he answers with ability such writers as Mr. J. S. Mill. 

This work has done what it set out to do, viz.: to harmonize in the author's 
mind, and often in the reader's, the bold statements of the psalmist with the 
assured results of modern science. In a sense this is a new field for 
apologetics, but one in which much fruit may be expected. This book is a 
good pathfinder. Price. 



Studies in Theology: Lectures delivered in Chicago Theological Seminary. 

By the Rev. James Denney, D.D. Second edition. New York : A. C. 

Armstrong & Son, 1895. i2mo., pp. 272. Price, $1.50. 
The lectures which make up the volume attracted considerable attention 
when they were delivered in Chicago a year ago, and they will doubtless 
secure a wide and interested reading now that they are published in a neat 
and attractive volume. The book is thoroughly readable. Its author is 
familiar with the present currents of thought, has grappled with his problems 
for himself and discusses his theme not indeed exhaustively but freshly and 
forcibly. In his interpretation of the Bible, both in the large and in detail, 
there is much to praise and little with which to find fault. The argument 
from detached texts without due regard to context, which the exegetes are 
wont to regard as a chronic fault of the systematic theologians, is conspicu- 
ously absent. The lecture on the Testimony of Jesus to Himself, especially 
its first half, is perhaps the strongest and most impressive part of the book. 



